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Labor Market Conditions in Maine Since 2000

Population and Labor Force

The national recession has caused a
great deal of worker dislocation in
communities throughout Maine and the
nation in the last two years as
companies in a wide range of industries
scaled back operations or closed as a
result of declining demand for their
products or services. Many Maine
communities suffered the impact of
layoffs or plant closures.

The number of worker dislocations
reported to the Department of Labor
increased in 2001 and 2002 from levels
of previous years. The displacement of

thousands of workers contributed to a
rise in Maine’s unemployment rate from
a 55-year low of 3.5 percent in 2000 to
3.9 percent in 2001 and 4.4 percent in
2002. As bad as much of the news has
been, Maine has fared better than much
of the nation. Nationally, unemploy-
ment increased from 4.0 percent in
2000 to 4.8 percent in 2001 and 5.8
percent in 2002.

Between 2000 and 2002, unemploy-
ment rates increased in 14 of the 16
counties and declined in two counties.
The largest rate increases were in York

and Somerset counties, each of which
was impacted by large plant closures.
The unemployment rate declined in
Franklin and Hancock counties.

The environment today is very different
than during the last recession in the
early 1990s, which was much deeper
and longer in Maine than in most
states. In the early 1990s unemploy-
ment was higher than the national
average. The bleak job situation
caused a net out-migration (more
people moving out of Maine than in) of
thousands of people in the first half of
the 1990s. A strong recovery in the

second half of the 1990s
reversed the situation as job
growth accelerated, driving
Maine’s unemployment rate
below the national average
once again and spurring a net
in-migration (more people
moving in than out) of
thousands to the state. The
net in-migration continued in
the first two years of the
twenty-first century, averag-
ing about 8,000 people per

year between 2000 and 2002. The
recent in-migration has been higher
than at any time since the 1970s (there
was a net out-migration in each decade
between the 1940s and 1960s).

Despite the historically high net in-
migration to Maine, population growth
has lagged national growth since 2000,
as it has for decades, due to an older-
than-average population and lower-
than-average birth rates.
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Labor Market Information Services

Civilian Labor Force, Employed, and Unemployed
by Labor Market Area, Not Seasonally Adjusted
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11111 Civi l ian labor force, employed, and unemployed estimates are by place of residence. Current month estimates are preliminary; prior month and year-agoCivi l ian labor force, employed, and unemployed estimates are by place of residence. Current month estimates are preliminary; prior month and year-agoCivi l ian labor force, employed, and unemployed estimates are by place of residence. Current month estimates are preliminary; prior month and year-agoCivi l ian labor force, employed, and unemployed estimates are by place of residence. Current month estimates are preliminary; prior month and year-agoCivi l ian labor force, employed, and unemployed estimates are by place of residence. Current month estimates are preliminary; prior month and year-ago
estimates are revised. Items may not add due to rounding. All data exclude members of the Armed Forces. MSA stands for Metropolitan Statistical Area.estimates are revised. Items may not add due to rounding. All data exclude members of the Armed Forces. MSA stands for Metropolitan Statistical Area.estimates are revised. Items may not add due to rounding. All data exclude members of the Armed Forces. MSA stands for Metropolitan Statistical Area.estimates are revised. Items may not add due to rounding. All data exclude members of the Armed Forces. MSA stands for Metropolitan Statistical Area.estimates are revised. Items may not add due to rounding. All data exclude members of the Armed Forces. MSA stands for Metropolitan Statistical Area.

22222 Total employment includes nonfarm wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, unpaid family workers, domestics, the self employed, and workers involved inTotal employment includes nonfarm wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, unpaid family workers, domestics, the self employed, and workers involved inTotal employment includes nonfarm wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, unpaid family workers, domestics, the self employed, and workers involved inTotal employment includes nonfarm wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, unpaid family workers, domestics, the self employed, and workers involved inTotal employment includes nonfarm wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, unpaid family workers, domestics, the self employed, and workers involved in
labor disputes.labor disputes.labor disputes.labor disputes.labor disputes.

33333 People are classif ied as unemployed, regardless of their el igibi l i ty for unemployment benefits or public assistance, if they meet all of the following criteria:People are classif ied as unemployed, regardless of their el igibi l i ty for unemployment benefits or public assistance, if they meet all of the following criteria:People are classif ied as unemployed, regardless of their el igibi l i ty for unemployment benefits or public assistance, if they meet all of the following criteria:People are classif ied as unemployed, regardless of their el igibi l i ty for unemployment benefits or public assistance, if they meet all of the following criteria:People are classif ied as unemployed, regardless of their el igibi l i ty for unemployment benefits or public assistance, if they meet all of the following criteria:
1) they were not employed during the survey week; 2) they were available for work at that t ime; and 3) they made specific efforts to find employment some time1) they were not employed during the survey week; 2) they were available for work at that t ime; and 3) they made specific efforts to find employment some time1) they were not employed during the survey week; 2) they were available for work at that t ime; and 3) they made specific efforts to find employment some time1) they were not employed during the survey week; 2) they were available for work at that t ime; and 3) they made specific efforts to find employment some time1) they were not employed during the survey week; 2) they were available for work at that t ime; and 3) they made specific efforts to find employment some time
during the prior four weeks. Persons laid off from their former jobs and awaiting recall and those expecting to report to a job within 30 days need not be lookingduring the prior four weeks. Persons laid off from their former jobs and awaiting recall and those expecting to report to a job within 30 days need not be lookingduring the prior four weeks. Persons laid off from their former jobs and awaiting recall and those expecting to report to a job within 30 days need not be lookingduring the prior four weeks. Persons laid off from their former jobs and awaiting recall and those expecting to report to a job within 30 days need not be lookingduring the prior four weeks. Persons laid off from their former jobs and awaiting recall and those expecting to report to a job within 30 days need not be looking
for work to be counted as unemployed.for work to be counted as unemployed.for work to be counted as unemployed.for work to be counted as unemployed.for work to be counted as unemployed.

44444 The unemployment rate is calculated by dividing the total number of unemployed by the total civi l ian labor force, and is expressed as a percent.The unemployment rate is calculated by dividing the total number of unemployed by the total civi l ian labor force, and is expressed as a percent.The unemployment rate is calculated by dividing the total number of unemployed by the total civi l ian labor force, and is expressed as a percent.The unemployment rate is calculated by dividing the total number of unemployed by the total civi l ian labor force, and is expressed as a percent.The unemployment rate is calculated by dividing the total number of unemployed by the total civi l ian labor force, and is expressed as a percent.
55555 Kittery-York is the five-town Maine portion of the Portsmouth-Rochester PMSA which includes towns in both Maine and New Hampshire.Kittery-York is the five-town Maine portion of the Portsmouth-Rochester PMSA which includes towns in both Maine and New Hampshire.Kittery-York is the five-town Maine portion of the Portsmouth-Rochester PMSA which includes towns in both Maine and New Hampshire.Kittery-York is the five-town Maine portion of the Portsmouth-Rochester PMSA which includes towns in both Maine and New Hampshire.Kittery-York is the five-town Maine portion of the Portsmouth-Rochester PMSA which includes towns in both Maine and New Hampshire.

Source:Source:Source:Source:Source: Maine Department of Labor, Labor Market Information Services, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.Maine Department of Labor, Labor Market Information Services, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.Maine Department of Labor, Labor Market Information Services, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.Maine Department of Labor, Labor Market Information Services, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.Maine Department of Labor, Labor Market Information Services, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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AugusAugusAugusAugusAugustttttaaaaa 48,03048,03048,03048,03048,030 47,24047,24047,24047,24047,240 45,83045,83045,83045,83045,830 45,52045,52045,52045,52045,520 44,76044,76044,76044,76044,760 43,51043,51043,51043,51043,510 2,5102,5102,5102,5102,510 2,4802,4802,4802,4802,480 2,3202,3202,3202,3202,320 5.2%5.2%5.2%5.2%5.2% 5.2%5.2%5.2%5.2%5.2% 5.1%5.1%5.1%5.1%5.1%
Bangor MSABangor MSABangor MSABangor MSABangor MSA 53,70053,70053,70053,70053,700 53,20053,20053,20053,20053,200 53,30053,30053,30053,30053,300 51,70051,70051,70051,70051,700 51,20051,20051,20051,20051,200 51,60051,60051,60051,60051,600 2,0002,0002,0002,0002,000 1,9001,9001,9001,9001,900 1,8001,8001,8001,8001,800 3.63.63.63.63.6 3.73.73.73.73.7 3.33.33.33.33.3
BatBatBatBatBath-Brh-Brh-Brh-Brh-Brunswickunswickunswickunswickunswick 34,67034,67034,67034,67034,670 34,40034,40034,40034,40034,400 34,05034,05034,05034,05034,050 33,14033,14033,14033,14033,140 32,86032,86032,86032,86032,860 32,52032,52032,52032,52032,520 1,5301,5301,5301,5301,530 1,5401,5401,5401,5401,540 1,5401,5401,5401,5401,540 4.44.44.44.44.4 4.54.54.54.54.5 4.54.54.54.54.5
BelfasBelfasBelfasBelfasBelfasttttt 18,26018,26018,26018,26018,260 18,07018,07018,07018,07018,070 17,33017,33017,33017,33017,330 17,15017,15017,15017,15017,150 17,03017,03017,03017,03017,030 16,27016,27016,27016,27016,270 1,1101,1101,1101,1101,110 1,0401,0401,0401,0401,040 1,0601,0601,0601,0601,060 6.16.16.16.16.1 5.75.75.75.75.7 6.16.16.16.16.1
BiddefordBiddefordBiddefordBiddefordBiddeford 40,55040,55040,55040,55040,550 40,29040,29040,29040,29040,290 39,25039,25039,25039,25039,250 38,80038,80038,80038,80038,800 38,34038,34038,34038,34038,340 37,56037,56037,56037,56037,560 1,7501,7501,7501,7501,750 1,9601,9601,9601,9601,960 1,6901,6901,6901,6901,690 4.34.34.34.34.3 4.94.94.94.94.9 4.34.34.34.34.3
BootBootBootBootBoothbay Harhbay Harhbay Harhbay Harhbay Harborborborborbor 8,5508,5508,5508,5508,550 8,5508,5508,5508,5508,550 8,2308,2308,2308,2308,230 8,1608,1608,1608,1608,160 8,1708,1708,1708,1708,170 7,8707,8707,8707,8707,870 390390390390390 380380380380380 360360360360360 4.64.64.64.64.6 4.44.44.44.44.4 4.44.44.44.44.4
BucksporBucksporBucksporBucksporBuckspor ttttt 5,0305,0305,0305,0305,030 5,1305,1305,1305,1305,130 4,9004,9004,9004,9004,900 4,7304,7304,7304,7304,730 4,8304,8304,8304,8304,830 4,6304,6304,6304,6304,630 300300300300300 310310310310310 270270270270270 6.06.06.06.06.0 6.06.06.06.06.0 5.55.55.55.55.5
CalaisCalaisCalaisCalaisCalais 5,0305,0305,0305,0305,030 5,0205,0205,0205,0205,020 4,8504,8504,8504,8504,850 4,3304,3304,3304,3304,330 4,3304,3304,3304,3304,330 4,2904,2904,2904,2904,290 700700700700700 690690690690690 560560560560560 13.913.913.913.913.9 13.813.813.813.813.8 11.611.611.611.611.6
DexDexDexDexDexter-Piter-Piter-Piter-Piter-Pittttt ttttt s fs fs fs fs fie ldieldieldieldield 11,65011,65011,65011,65011,650 11,60011,60011,60011,60011,600 11,67011,67011,67011,67011,670 10,25010,25010,25010,25010,250 10,21010,21010,21010,21010,210 9,9609,9609,9609,9609,960 1,4001,4001,4001,4001,400 1,3801,3801,3801,3801,380 1,7001,7001,7001,7001,700 12.012.012.012.012.0 11.911.911.911.911.9 14.614.614.614.614.6
DoDoDoDoDovvvvver-Foer-Foer-Foer-Foer-Foxcrofxcrofxcrofxcrofxcrof ttttt 7,1007,1007,1007,1007,100 7,0307,0307,0307,0307,030 6,9006,9006,9006,9006,900 6,4706,4706,4706,4706,470 6,4406,4406,4406,4406,440 6,3806,3806,3806,3806,380 630630630630630 590590590590590 520520520520520 8.88.88.88.88.8 8.48.48.48.48.4 7.67.67.67.67.6
EllsworEl lsworEl lsworEl lsworEl lswor ttttt h-Bar Harh-Bar Harh-Bar Harh-Bar Harh-Bar Harborborborborbor 19,28019,28019,28019,28019,280 19,33019,33019,33019,33019,330 18,53018,53018,53018,53018,530 17,46017,46017,46017,46017,460 17,57017,57017,57017,57017,570 16,92016,92016,92016,92016,920 1,8201,8201,8201,8201,820 1,7601,7601,7601,7601,760 1,6101,6101,6101,6101,610 9.49.49.49.49.4 9.19.19.19.19.1 8.78.78.78.78.7
FarFarFarFarFarmingtmingtmingtmingtmingtononononon 17,83017,83017,83017,83017,830 17,39017,39017,39017,39017,390 17,53017,53017,53017,53017,530 16,76016,76016,76016,76016,760 16,28016,28016,28016,28016,280 16,61016,61016,61016,61016,610 1,0701,0701,0701,0701,070 1,1001,1001,1001,1001,100 930930930930930 6.06.06.06.06.0 6.36.36.36.36.3 5.35.35.35.35.3
ForForForForFor t Kt Kt Kt Kt Kententententent 4,1104,1104,1104,1104,110 4,0704,0704,0704,0704,070 3,9903,9903,9903,9903,990 3,8703,8703,8703,8703,870 3,8503,8503,8503,8503,850 3,7803,7803,7803,7803,780 240240240240240 230230230230230 210210210210210 5.95.95.95.95.9 5.65.65.65.65.6 5.35.35.35.35.3
Greenvil leGreenvil leGreenvil leGreenvil leGreenvil le 1,1101,1101,1101,1101,110 1,1101,1101,1101,1101,110 1,0001,0001,0001,0001,000 1,0201,0201,0201,0201,020 1,0301,0301,0301,0301,030 930930930930930 8080808080 8080808080 7070707070 7.67.67.67.67.6 7.37.37.37.37.3 7.27.27.27.27.2
HoultHoultHoultHoultHoultononononon 6,4006,4006,4006,4006,400 6,3706,3706,3706,3706,370 6,0906,0906,0906,0906,090 6,0406,0406,0406,0406,040 6,0506,0506,0506,0506,050 5,8505,8505,8505,8505,850 360360360360360 320320320320320 240240240240240 5.75.75.75.75.7 4.94.94.94.94.9 3.93.93.93.93.9
JonesporJonesporJonesporJonesporJonespor t-Milbrt-Milbrt-Milbrt-Milbrt-Milbridgeidgeidgeidgeidge 4,1804,1804,1804,1804,180 4,1404,1404,1404,1404,140 3,8603,8603,8603,8603,860 3,6503,6503,6503,6503,650 3,6803,6803,6803,6803,680 3,4103,4103,4103,4103,410 530530530530530 450450450450450 450450450450450 12.612.612.612.612.6 10.910.910.910.910.9 11.511.511.511.511.5
KiK iK iK iK i ttttt terterterterter y-Yy-Yy-Yy-Yy-Yorororororkkkkk55555 21,60021,60021,60021,60021,600 21,72021,72021,72021,72021,720 20,81020,81020,81020,81020,810 20,72020,72020,72020,72020,720 20,34020,34020,34020,34020,340 20,02020,02020,02020,02020,020 880880880880880 1,3801,3801,3801,3801,380 780780780780780 4.14.14.14.14.1 6.46.46.46.46.4 3.83.83.83.83.8
LLLLLewisewisewisewisewisttttton-Auburon-Auburon-Auburon-Auburon-Auburn MSAn MSAn MSAn MSAn MSA 54,60054,60054,60054,60054,600 54,90054,90054,90054,90054,900 54,30054,30054,30054,30054,300 51,90051,90051,90051,90051,900 52,30052,30052,30052,30052,300 51,90051,90051,90051,90051,900 2,7002,7002,7002,7002,700 2,7002,7002,7002,7002,700 2,5002,5002,5002,5002,500 4.94.94.94.94.9 4.84.84.84.84.8 4.54.54.54.54.5
Lincoln-HowlandLincoln-HowlandLincoln-HowlandLincoln-HowlandLincoln-Howland 5,9505,9505,9505,9505,950 6,0006,0006,0006,0006,000 5,8305,8305,8305,8305,830 5,4305,4305,4305,4305,430 5,5905,5905,5905,5905,590 5,4605,4605,4605,4605,460 510510510510510 410410410410410 370370370370370 8.68.68.68.68.6 6.86.86.86.86.8 6.36.36.36.36.3
Machias-EasMachias-EasMachias-EasMachias-EasMachias-Eastportportportportpor ttttt 6,6706,6706,6706,6706,670 6,4006,4006,4006,4006,400 6,4306,4306,4306,4306,430 5,9005,9005,9005,9005,900 5,6605,6605,6605,6605,660 5,6905,6905,6905,6905,690 770770770770770 750750750750750 740740740740740 11.511.511.511.511.5 11.611.611.611.611.6 11.511.511.511.511.5
MadawaskaMadawaskaMadawaskaMadawaskaMadawaska 3,7703,7703,7703,7703,770 3,7403,7403,7403,7403,740 3,6503,6503,6503,6503,650 3,6303,6303,6303,6303,630 3,5803,5803,5803,5803,580 3,5103,5103,5103,5103,510 150150150150150 160160160160160 140140140140140 3.83.83.83.83.8 4.44.44.44.44.4 3.73.73.73.73.7
Mil l inockMil l inockMil l inockMil l inockMil l inocket-Easet-Easet-Easet-Easet-East Mil l inockt Mil l inockt Mil l inockt Mil l inockt Mil l inockete te te te t 4,8804,8804,8804,8804,880 4,1304,1304,1304,1304,130 4,8704,8704,8704,8704,870 3,4403,4403,4403,4403,440 3,4103,4103,4103,4103,410 4,5304,5304,5304,5304,530 1,4401,4401,4401,4401,440 720720720720720 350350350350350 29.529.529.529.529.5 17.417.417.417.417.4 7.17.17.17.17.1
NorNorNorNorNorway-Pway-Pway-Pway-Pway-Pararararar isisisisis 11,78011,78011,78011,78011,780 11,73011,73011,73011,73011,730 11,48011,48011,48011,48011,480 10,94010,94010,94010,94010,940 10,89010,89010,89010,89010,890 10,66010,66010,66010,66010,660 840840840840840 830830830830830 820820820820820 7.27.27.27.27.2 7.17.17.17.17.1 7.27.27.27.27.2
Outer BangorOuter BangorOuter BangorOuter BangorOuter Bangor 9,9209,9209,9209,9209,920 9,8009,8009,8009,8009,800 9,5009,5009,5009,5009,500 9,2809,2809,2809,2809,280 9,2109,2109,2109,2109,210 8,8708,8708,8708,8708,870 640640640640640 580580580580580 630630630630630 6.46.46.46.46.4 6.06.06.06.06.0 6.66.66.66.66.6
PPPPPata ta ta ta t ten-Island Fallsten-Island Fallsten-Island Fallsten-Island Fallsten-Island Falls 1,9001,9001,9001,9001,900 1,8701,8701,8701,8701,870 1,7601,7601,7601,7601,760 1,6801,6801,6801,6801,680 1,6801,6801,6801,6801,680 1,6501,6501,6501,6501,650 220220220220220 190190190190190 120120120120120 11.511.511.511.511.5 10.010.010.010.010.0 6.66.66.66.66.6
PPPPPororororor t land MSAtland MSAtland MSAtland MSAtland MSA 138,400138,400138,400138,400138,400 140,400140,400140,400140,400140,400 137,500137,500137,500137,500137,500 134,400134,400134,400134,400134,400 136,300136,300136,300136,300136,300 133,400133,400133,400133,400133,400 4,1004,1004,1004,1004,100 4,2004,2004,2004,2004,200 4,1004,1004,1004,1004,100 2.92.92.92.92.9 3.03.03.03.03.0 3.03.03.03.03.0
Presque Isle-CarPresque Isle-CarPresque Isle-CarPresque Isle-CarPresque Isle-Car ibouibouibouibouibou 20,71020,71020,71020,71020,710 20,45020,45020,45020,45020,450 20,30020,30020,30020,30020,300 19,56019,56019,56019,56019,560 19,30019,30019,30019,30019,300 19,25019,25019,25019,25019,250 1,1601,1601,1601,1601,160 1,1501,1501,1501,1501,150 1,0501,0501,0501,0501,050 5.65.65.65.65.6 5.65.65.65.65.6 5.15.15.15.15.1
RRRRRocklandocklandocklandocklandockland 24,33024,33024,33024,33024,330 24,15024,15024,15024,15024,150 22,85022,85022,85022,85022,850 23,11023,11023,11023,11023,110 23,01023,01023,01023,01023,010 21,96021,96021,96021,96021,960 1,2301,2301,2301,2301,230 1,1401,1401,1401,1401,140 890890890890890 5.05.05.05.05.0 4.74.74.74.74.7 3.93.93.93.93.9
RumfordRumfordRumfordRumfordRumford 10,92010,92010,92010,92010,920 10,91010,91010,91010,91010,910 10,77010,77010,77010,77010,770 10,25010,25010,25010,25010,250 10,20010,20010,20010,20010,200 10,08010,08010,08010,08010,080 660660660660660 720720720720720 690690690690690 6.16.16.16.16.1 6.66.66.66.66.6 6.46.46.46.46.4
SanSanSanSanSanfordfordfordfordford 23,24023,24023,24023,24023,240 23,48023,48023,48023,48023,480 23,40023,40023,40023,40023,400 21,27021,27021,27021,27021,270 21,17021,17021,17021,17021,170 21,27021,27021,27021,27021,270 1,9801,9801,9801,9801,980 2,3102,3102,3102,3102,310 2,1302,1302,1302,1302,130 8.58.58.58.58.5 9.89.89.89.89.8 9.19.19.19.19.1
Sebago LakSebago LakSebago LakSebago LakSebago Lakes Regiones Regiones Regiones Regiones Region 13,52013,52013,52013,52013,520 13,56013,56013,56013,56013,560 12,78012,78012,78012,78012,780 12,81012,81012,81012,81012,810 12,84012,84012,84012,84012,840 12,15012,15012,15012,15012,150 720720720720720 720720720720720 630630630630630 5.35.35.35.35.3 5.35.35.35.35.3 4.94.94.94.94.9
SkSkSkSkSkowheganowheganowheganowheganowhegan 15,83015,83015,83015,83015,830 15,77015,77015,77015,77015,770 15,64015,64015,64015,64015,640 14,38014,38014,38014,38014,380 14,33014,33014,33014,33014,330 14,22014,22014,22014,22014,220 1,4501,4501,4501,4501,450 1,4401,4401,4401,4401,440 1,4201,4201,4201,4201,420 9.29.29.29.29.2 9.19.19.19.19.1 9.19.19.19.19.1
SSSSStttttoningtoningtoningtoningtoningtononononon 5,6705,6705,6705,6705,670 5,3005,3005,3005,3005,300 5,4005,4005,4005,4005,400 5,4005,4005,4005,4005,400 5,0505,0505,0505,0505,050 5,1305,1305,1305,1305,130 280280280280280 260260260260260 270270270270270 4.84.84.84.84.8 4.84.84.84.84.8 4.94.94.94.94.9
VVVVVan Burenan Burenan Burenan Burenan Buren 1,4001,4001,4001,4001,400 1,3901,3901,3901,3901,390 1,4201,4201,4201,4201,420 1,3101,3101,3101,3101,310 1,2901,2901,2901,2901,290 1,3201,3201,3201,3201,320 100100100100100 100100100100100 100100100100100 6.86.86.86.86.8 7.27.27.27.27.2 7.27.27.27.27.2
WWWWWateraterateraterater vi l levi l levi l levi l levi l le 25,39025,39025,39025,39025,390 25,22025,22025,22025,22025,220 24,48024,48024,48024,48024,480 23,58023,58023,58023,58023,580 23,45023,45023,45023,45023,450 23,04023,04023,04023,04023,040 1,8101,8101,8101,8101,810 1,7701,7701,7701,7701,770 1,4401,4401,4401,4401,440 7.17.17.17.17.1 7.07.07.07.07.0 5.95.95.95.95.9

MAINEMAINEMAINEMAINEMAINE 685,900685,900685,900685,900685,900 683,900683,900683,900683,900683,900 670,500670,500670,500670,500670,500 648,000648,000648,000648,000648,000 646,200646,200646,200646,200646,200 636,100636,100636,100636,100636,100 37,90037,90037,90037,90037,900 37,70037,70037,70037,70037,700 34,40034,40034,40034,40034,400 5.55.55.55.55.5 5.55.55.55.55.5 5.15.15.15.15.1

UNITED STUNITED STUNITED STUNITED STUNITED STAAAAATES (000)TES (000)TES (000)TES (000)TES (000) 145,693145,693145,693145,693145,693 145,301145,301145,301145,301145,301 144,266144,266144,266144,266144,266 136,433136,433136,433136,433136,433 135,907135,907135,907135,907135,907 135,443135,443135,443135,443135,443 9,2609,2609,2609,2609,260 9,3959,3959,3959,3959,395 8,8238,8238,8238,8238,823 6.46.46.46.46.4 6.56.56.56.56.5 6.16.16.16.16.1
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Civilian Labor Force, Employed, and Unemployed
by County, Not Seasonally Adjusted1

CIVILIAN LCIVILIAN LCIVILIAN LCIVILIAN LCIVILIAN LABOR FORCEABOR FORCEABOR FORCEABOR FORCEABOR FORCE EMPLEMPLEMPLEMPLEMPLOOOOOYEDYEDYEDYEDYED UNEMPLUNEMPLUNEMPLUNEMPLUNEMPLOOOOOYEDYEDYEDYEDYED UNEMPLUNEMPLUNEMPLUNEMPLUNEMPLOOOOOYMENT RYMENT RYMENT RYMENT RYMENT RAAAAATETETETETEAREAREAREAREAREAAAAA
Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03 Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03 Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02 Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03 Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03 Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02 Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03 Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03 Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02 Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03 Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03 Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02

1 See page 2 for footnotes 1 through 4 and source.

Central Maine
Ken Bridges (207) 624-5199

North/East Maine
Craig Holland (207) 941-3076

Area AArea AArea AArea AArea Analynalynalynalynalysssssttttt’’’’’s Corners Corners Corners Corners Corner

COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTYYYYY

AndroscogginAndroscogginAndroscogginAndroscogginAndroscoggin 61,18061,18061,18061,18061,180 61,42061,42061,42061,42061,420 60,73060,73060,73060,73060,730 58,02058,02058,02058,02058,020 58,28058,28058,28058,28058,280 57,88057,88057,88057,88057,880 3,1603,1603,1603,1603,160 3,1403,1403,1403,1403,140 2,8502,8502,8502,8502,850 5.2%5.2%5.2%5.2%5.2% 5.1%5.1%5.1%5.1%5.1% 4.7%4.7%4.7%4.7%4.7%
AroosAroosAroosAroosAroostttttookookookookook 37,80037,80037,80037,80037,800 37,39037,39037,39037,39037,390 36,80036,80036,80036,80036,800 35,61035,61035,61035,61035,610 35,27035,27035,27035,27035,270 34,96034,96034,96034,96034,960 2,1902,1902,1902,1902,190 2,1202,1202,1202,1202,120 1,8401,8401,8401,8401,840 5.85.85.85.85.8 5.75.75.75.75.7 5.05.05.05.05.0
CumberlandCumberlandCumberlandCumberlandCumberland 145,130145,130145,130145,130145,130 146,820146,820146,820146,820146,820 143,700143,700143,700143,700143,700 140,740140,740140,740140,740140,740 142,370142,370142,370142,370142,370 139,270139,270139,270139,270139,270 4,4004,4004,4004,4004,400 4,4504,4504,4504,4504,450 4,4204,4204,4204,4204,420 3.03.03.03.03.0 3.03.03.03.03.0 3.13.13.13.13.1
Frankl inFrankl inFrankl inFrankl inFrankl in 14,95014,95014,95014,95014,950 14,57014,57014,57014,57014,570 14,74014,74014,74014,74014,740 14,17014,17014,17014,17014,170 13,77013,77013,77013,77013,770 14,03014,03014,03014,03014,030 790790790790790 810810810810810 710710710710710 5.35.35.35.35.3 5.55.55.55.55.5 4.84.84.84.84.8
HancockHancockHancockHancockHancock 27,41027,41027,41027,41027,410 27,19027,19027,19027,19027,190 26,35026,35026,35026,35026,350 25,23025,23025,23025,23025,230 25,06025,06025,06025,06025,060 24,39024,39024,39024,39024,390 2,1802,1802,1802,1802,180 2,1302,1302,1302,1302,130 1,9601,9601,9601,9601,960 7.97.97.97.97.9 7.87.87.87.87.8 7.47.47.47.47.4
KKKKKennebecennebecennebecennebecennebec 62,61062,61062,61062,61062,610 61,78061,78061,78061,78061,780 59,91059,91059,91059,91059,910 59,15059,15059,15059,15059,150 58,35058,35058,35058,35058,350 56,91056,91056,91056,91056,910 3,4603,4603,4603,4603,460 3,4203,4203,4203,4203,420 3,0003,0003,0003,0003,000 5.55.55.55.55.5 5.55.55.55.55.5 5.05.05.05.05.0
KnoKnoKnoKnoKnoxxxxx 21,30021,30021,30021,30021,300 21,14021,14021,14021,14021,140 19,99019,99019,99019,99019,990 20,21020,21020,21020,21020,210 20,13020,13020,13020,13020,130 19,21019,21019,21019,21019,210 1,0901,0901,0901,0901,090 1,0201,0201,0201,0201,020 780780780780780 5.15.15.15.15.1 4.84.84.84.84.8 3.93.93.93.93.9
LincolnLincolnLincolnLincolnLincoln 17,47017,47017,47017,47017,470 17,40017,40017,40017,40017,400 16,76016,76016,76016,76016,760 16,58016,58016,58016,58016,580 16,52016,52016,52016,52016,520 15,98015,98015,98015,98015,980 890890890890890 890890890890890 780780780780780 5.15.15.15.15.1 5.15.15.15.15.1 4.74.74.74.74.7
OxOxOxOxOx fordfordfordfordford 27,25027,25027,25027,25027,250 27,24027,24027,24027,24027,240 26,55026,55026,55026,55026,550 25,46025,46025,46025,46025,460 25,37025,37025,37025,37025,370 24,77024,77024,77024,77024,770 1,7901,7901,7901,7901,790 1,8701,8701,8701,8701,870 1,7801,7801,7801,7801,780 6.66.66.66.66.6 6.96.96.96.96.9 6.76.76.76.76.7
PPPPPenobscotenobscotenobscotenobscotenobscot 80,73080,73080,73080,73080,730 79,35079,35079,35079,35079,350 79,82079,82079,82079,82079,820 75,47075,47075,47075,47075,470 75,04075,04075,04075,04075,040 75,72075,72075,72075,72075,720 5,2605,2605,2605,2605,260 4,3104,3104,3104,3104,310 4,1004,1004,1004,1004,100 6.56.56.56.56.5 5.45.45.45.45.4 5.15.15.15.15.1
PiscatPiscatPiscatPiscatPiscataquisaquisaquisaquisaquis 8,3108,3108,3108,3108,310 8,2508,2508,2508,2508,250 8,0208,0208,0208,0208,020 7,5907,5907,5907,5907,590 7,5707,5707,5707,5707,570 7,4007,4007,4007,4007,400 720720720720720 690690690690690 610610610610610 8.78.78.78.78.7 8.38.38.38.38.3 7.67.67.67.67.6
SagadahocSagadahocSagadahocSagadahocSagadahoc 16,22016,22016,22016,22016,220 16,07016,07016,07016,07016,070 15,91015,91015,91015,91015,910 15,50015,50015,50015,50015,500 15,37015,37015,37015,37015,370 15,21015,21015,21015,21015,210 720720720720720 700700700700700 700700700700700 4.44.44.44.44.4 4.34.34.34.34.3 4.44.44.44.44.4
SomerSomerSomerSomerSomersetsetsetsetset 24,97024,97024,97024,97024,970 24,89024,89024,89024,89024,890 24,51024,51024,51024,51024,510 22,48022,48022,48022,48022,480 22,39022,39022,39022,39022,390 22,11022,11022,11022,11022,110 2,4902,4902,4902,4902,490 2,5002,5002,5002,5002,500 2,4002,4002,4002,4002,400 10.010.010.010.010.0 10.010.010.010.010.0 9.89.89.89.89.8
WWWWWaldoaldoaldoaldoaldo 24,09024,09024,09024,09024,090 23,88023,88023,88023,88023,880 23,05023,05023,05023,05023,050 22,54022,54022,54022,54022,540 22,41022,41022,41022,41022,410 21,60021,60021,60021,60021,600 1,5501,5501,5501,5501,550 1,4701,4701,4701,4701,470 1,4501,4501,4501,4501,450 6.46.46.46.46.4 6.26.26.26.26.2 6.36.36.36.36.3
WWWWWashingtashingtashingtashingtashingtononononon 16,29016,29016,29016,29016,290 15,97015,97015,97015,97015,970 15,55015,55015,55015,55015,550 14,25014,25014,25014,25014,250 14,04014,04014,04014,04014,040 13,75013,75013,75013,75013,750 2,0402,0402,0402,0402,040 1,9301,9301,9301,9301,930 1,8001,8001,8001,8001,800 12.512.512.512.512.5 12.112.112.112.112.1 11.611.611.611.611.6
YYYYYorororororkkkkk 100,200100,200100,200100,200100,200 100,510100,510100,510100,510100,510 98,12098,12098,12098,12098,120 94,99094,99094,99094,99094,990 94,23094,23094,23094,23094,230 92,89092,89092,89092,89092,890 5,2005,2005,2005,2005,200 6,2806,2806,2806,2806,280 5,2305,2305,2305,2305,230 5.25.25.25.25.2 6.26.26.26.26.2 5.35.35.35.35.3

MAINEMAINEMAINEMAINEMAINE 685,900685,900685,900685,900685,900 683,900683,900683,900683,900683,900 670,500670,500670,500670,500670,500 648,000648,000648,000648,000648,000 646,200646,200646,200646,200646,200 636,100636,100636,100636,100636,100 37,90037,90037,90037,90037,900 37,70037,70037,70037,70037,700 34,40034,40034,40034,40034,400 5.55.55.55.55.5 5.55.55.55.55.5 5.15.15.15.15.1

UNITED STUNITED STUNITED STUNITED STUNITED STAAAAATES (000)TES (000)TES (000)TES (000)TES (000) 145,693145,693145,693145,693145,693 145,301145,301145,301145,301145,301 144,266144,266144,266144,266144,266 136,433136,433136,433136,433136,433 135,907135,907135,907135,907135,907 135,443135,443135,443135,443135,443 9,2609,2609,2609,2609,260 9,3959,3959,3959,3959,395 8,8238,8238,8238,8238,823 6.46.46.46.46.4 6.56.56.56.56.5 6.16.16.16.16.1

Southern Maine
Merrill Huhtala (207) 822-0216

Western Maine
Gerard Dennison (207) 753-9045

Georgia Pacific Corp. permanently ceased
paper production at their Old Town facility,
laying off approximately 300 production
workers and an as yet unspecified number of
managers.◆ In Madawaska, Frasier Papers
Inc. announced the layoff of 190 workers.
Layoffs start next month and will be
completed by early 2004.◆ The U.S. Bank-

ruptcy Court in Bangor approved the final
details in the impending sale of Great

Northern Paper to Brascan Corp.
Brascan hopes to have the company’s

East Millinocket Mill up and running
as soon as possible. The Millinocket

Mill will remain closed while capital
improvements are made to the facility.

After 84 years in Portland, Levinsky’s announced the closure
of its Congress Street store. Their Windham store will stay open.
◆ Hussey Seating Company laid off 25 employees in North
Berwick.◆ O’Natural’s opened their second natural foods
restaurant in the Portland Old Port.◆ The General Dynamics
plant in Saco produced most of the General Dynamics-made
weapons used in Iraq. They have current contracts of over $65
million to produce grenade launchers and weapons systems for
military aircraft.

Construction of the Wal-Mart distribution
center in Lewiston has been delayed for one
year. Company officials do not want to build
more centers during slow economic times.
◆ The owners of the new Lewiston
Maniacs hockey team signed a 10-year
agreement to relocate their Quebec Major
Junior League franchise from Sherbrooke,
Quebec, to Lewiston’s Central Maine Civic
Center next fall. The deal includes a $2 million loan
guarantee from the city of Lewiston which will be used
to renovate and expand the civic center to
accommodate up to 4,000 fans.

In Augusta, electrical component maker SCI Samina
finally closed, idling the last 250 workers.◆ Wendy’s
Restaurant in Augusta broke ground on their new
Civic Center Drive restaurant, and expects to employ
around 40 workers.◆ Textiles manufacturer Guilford
Industries in Guilford laid off 25 workers.
◆ Creative Apparel in Harmony added a few
workers and lots of overtime in their stepped-up
efforts to make the chemical warfare suits for
the armed forces.◆ Mid State Machine
Products in Winslow has a contract to
produce parts for the M-1A Abrams tank.
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Maine Unemployment Rate 4.6 Percent in February

11111 See page 2 for footnotes 1 tSee page 2 for footnotes 1 tSee page 2 for footnotes 1 tSee page 2 for footnotes 1 tSee page 2 for footnotes 1 through 4 and source.hrough 4 and source.hrough 4 and source.hrough 4 and source.hrough 4 and source.

11111 See footnotes 1 and 2 on page 7. See footnotes 1 and 2 on page 7. See footnotes 1 and 2 on page 7. See footnotes 1 and 2 on page 7. See footnotes 1 and 2 on page 7.  2 2 2 2 2The nonThe nonThe nonThe nonThe nonfarfarfarfarfarm wage and salarm wage and salarm wage and salarm wage and salarm wage and salar y esy esy esy esy esttttt imate is seasonally adjusimate is seasonally adjusimate is seasonally adjusimate is seasonally adjusimate is seasonally adjusted independentlyted independentlyted independentlyted independentlyted independently. Not al l super. Not al l super. Not al l super. Not al l super. Not al l supersecsecsecsecsecttttto rorororors are seasonally adjuss are seasonally adjuss are seasonally adjuss are seasonally adjuss are seasonally adjusted. Natted. Natted. Natted. Natted. Natural resources,ural resources,ural resources,ural resources,ural resources,
inininininforforforforformatmatmatmatmation, fion, fion, fion, fion, f inancial acinancial acinancial acinancial acinancial acttttt iv iiv iiv iiv iiv i ttttt ies, and oties, and oties, and oties, and oties, and other serher serher serher serher ser vices are not suivices are not suivices are not suivices are not suivices are not suitttttable for seasonal adjusable for seasonal adjusable for seasonal adjusable for seasonal adjusable for seasonal adjustment because ttment because ttment because ttment because ttment because they hahey hahey hahey hahey havvvvve ve ve ve ve vere re re re r y l iy l iy l iy l iy l i ttttt t le seasonal and irt le seasonal and irt le seasonal and irt le seasonal and irt le seasonal and irregular moregular moregular moregular moregular movvvvvement. Source: see page 2.ement. Source: see page 2.ement. Source: see page 2.ement. Source: see page 2.ement. Source: see page 2.

Civilian Labor Force, Employed, and Unemployed in Maine, Seasonally Adjusted (in thousands)

20032003200320032003         2002        2002        2002        2002        2002
ITEMITEMITEMITEMITEM

FebFebFebFebFeb JanJanJanJanJan DecDecDecDecDec NoNoNoNoNovvvvv OcOcOcOcOcttttt SepSepSepSepSep AugAugAugAugAug JulJulJulJulJul JunJunJunJunJun MayMayMayMayMay AprAprAprAprApr MarMarMarMarMar FebFebFebFebFeb

Civi l ian Labor ForceCivi l ian Labor ForceCivi l ian Labor ForceCivi l ian Labor ForceCivi l ian Labor Force 700.1700.1700.1700.1700.1 697.9697.9697.9697.9697.9 687.7687.7687.7687.7687.7 687.2687.2687.2687.2687.2 687.1687.1687.1687.1687.1 686.0686.0686.0686.0686.0 686.6686.6686.6686.6686.6 687.3687.3687.3687.3687.3 686.5686.5686.5686.5686.5 685.4685.4685.4685.4685.4 685.6685.6685.6685.6685.6 685.0685.0685.0685.0685.0 684.4684.4684.4684.4684.4
EmploEmploEmploEmploEmployyyyyededededed 668.0668.0668.0668.0668.0 666.2666.2666.2666.2666.2 654.8654.8654.8654.8654.8 655.2655.2655.2655.2655.2 656.2656.2656.2656.2656.2 655.5655.5655.5655.5655.5 656.4656.4656.4656.4656.4 657.2657.2657.2657.2657.2 656.7656.7656.7656.7656.7 656.4656.4656.4656.4656.4 656.3656.3656.3656.3656.3 655.9655.9655.9655.9655.9 655.8655.8655.8655.8655.8
UnemploUnemploUnemploUnemploUnemployyyyyededededed 32.132.132.132.132.1 31.731.731.731.731.7 32.932.932.932.932.9 32.132.132.132.132.1 31.031.031.031.031.0 30.530.530.530.530.5 30.230.230.230.230.2 30.130.130.130.130.1 29.829.829.829.829.8 29.129.129.129.129.1 29.329.329.329.329.3 29.229.229.229.229.2 28.528.528.528.528.5
UnemploUnemploUnemploUnemploUnemployment Rate (%)yment Rate (%)yment Rate (%)yment Rate (%)yment Rate (%) 4.64.64.64.64.6 4.54.54.54.54.5 4.84.84.84.84.8 4.74.74.74.74.7 4.54.54.54.54.5 4.44.44.44.44.4 4.44.44.44.44.4 4.44.44.44.44.4 4.34.34.34.34.3 4.24.24.24.24.2 4.34.34.34.34.3 4.34.34.34.34.3 4.24.24.24.24.2

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment in Maine, Seasonally Adjusted1 
(in thousands)

INDUSTRINDUSTRINDUSTRINDUSTRINDUSTRYYYYY
20032003200320032003             2002            2002            2002            2002            2002

FebFebFebFebFeb JanJanJanJanJan DecDecDecDecDec NoNoNoNoNovvvvv OcOcOcOcOcttttt SepSepSepSepSep AugAugAugAugAug JulJulJulJulJul JunJunJunJunJun MayMayMayMayMay AprAprAprAprApr MarMarMarMarMar FebFebFebFebFeb

NonNonNonNonNonfarfarfarfarfarm Wm Wm Wm Wm Wage and Salarage and Salarage and Salarage and Salarage and Salar y Employ Employ Employ Employ Employmentymentymentymentyment22222 603.3603.3603.3603.3603.3 605.4605.4605.4605.4605.4 604.2604.2604.2604.2604.2 603.8603.8603.8603.8603.8 605.9605.9605.9605.9605.9 606.3606.3606.3606.3606.3 607.8607.8607.8607.8607.8 608.1608.1608.1608.1608.1 606.4606.4606.4606.4606.4 606.4606.4606.4606.4606.4 606.0606.0606.0606.0606.0 605.4605.4605.4605.4605.4 604.7604.7604.7604.7604.7
ConsConsConsConsConsttttt rrrrr ucucucucucttttt ionionionionion 28.428.428.428.428.4 28.828.828.828.828.8 29.329.329.329.329.3 29.529.529.529.529.5 29.229.229.229.229.2 29.429.429.429.429.4 29.429.429.429.429.4 29.429.429.429.429.4 29.229.229.229.229.2 29.129.129.129.129.1 29.229.229.229.229.2 29.029.029.029.029.0 29.229.229.229.229.2
ManufacManufacManufacManufacManufacttttt u ru ru ru ru ringinginginging 64.664.664.664.664.6 65.165.165.165.165.1 67.267.267.267.267.2 68.068.068.068.068.0 67.367.367.367.367.3 67.367.367.367.367.3 67.167.167.167.167.1 68.168.168.168.168.1 67.667.667.667.667.6 68.268.268.268.268.2 68.768.768.768.768.7 68.968.968.968.968.9 69.669.669.669.669.6
TTTTTrade, rade, rade, rade, rade, TTTTTransporransporransporransporranspor ttttta ta ta ta ta tion and Public Ution and Public Ution and Public Ution and Public Ution and Public Ut i l ii l ii l ii l ii l i ttttt iesiesiesiesies 122.8122.8122.8122.8122.8 123.5123.5123.5123.5123.5 124.9124.9124.9124.9124.9 125.4125.4125.4125.4125.4 125.5125.5125.5125.5125.5 125.4125.4125.4125.4125.4 125.1125.1125.1125.1125.1 124.6124.6124.6124.6124.6 123.9123.9123.9123.9123.9 124.2124.2124.2124.2124.2 124.2124.2124.2124.2124.2 123.9123.9123.9123.9123.9 123.6123.6123.6123.6123.6
Professional and Business SerProfessional and Business SerProfessional and Business SerProfessional and Business SerProfessional and Business Ser vicesvicesvicesvicesvices 50.950.950.950.950.9 51.351.351.351.351.3 50.950.950.950.950.9 51.651.651.651.651.6 51.251.251.251.251.2 51.451.451.451.451.4 51.851.851.851.851.8 51.951.951.951.951.9 51.751.751.751.751.7 51.751.751.751.751.7 51.651.651.651.651.6 51.451.451.451.451.4 51.151.151.151.151.1
EducatEducatEducatEducatEducational and Healtional and Healtional and Healtional and Healtional and Health Serh Serh Serh Serh Ser vicesvicesvicesvicesvices 106.4106.4106.4106.4106.4 106.3106.3106.3106.3106.3 105.6105.6105.6105.6105.6 105.4105.4105.4105.4105.4 104.6104.6104.6104.6104.6 104.6104.6104.6104.6104.6 105.0105.0105.0105.0105.0 105.0105.0105.0105.0105.0 105.1105.1105.1105.1105.1 105.1105.1105.1105.1105.1 104.9104.9104.9104.9104.9 104.2104.2104.2104.2104.2 103.7103.7103.7103.7103.7
LLLLLeisure and Hospieisure and Hospieisure and Hospieisure and Hospieisure and Hospi ttttta l ia l ia l ia l ia l i ttttt y Sery Sery Sery Sery Ser vicesvicesvicesvicesvices 57.757.757.757.757.7 57.757.757.757.757.7 56.456.456.456.456.4 56.456.456.456.456.4 56.356.356.356.356.3 56.356.356.356.356.3 57.557.557.557.557.5 57.757.757.757.757.7 56.856.856.856.856.8 57.157.157.157.157.1 56.956.956.956.956.9 57.057.057.057.057.0 56.856.856.856.856.8
GoGoGoGoGovvvvvererererernmentnmentnmentnmentnment 103.3103.3103.3103.3103.3 103.2103.2103.2103.2103.2 103.1103.1103.1103.1103.1 102.5102.5102.5102.5102.5 103.1103.1103.1103.1103.1 102.9102.9102.9102.9102.9 103.0103.0103.0103.0103.0 103.7103.7103.7103.7103.7 103.5103.5103.5103.5103.5 103.4103.4103.4103.4103.4 102.5102.5102.5102.5102.5 102.6102.6102.6102.6102.6 102.5102.5102.5102.5102.5

State Labor Commissioner Valerie Landry announced
that the seasonally-adjusted February unemployment
rate for Maine was 4.6 percent, up from 4.5 percent in
January and 4.2 percent a year ago.

“Although the Maine seasonally-adjusted unemploy-
ment rate rose slightly between January and February to
4.6 percent, it is well below the national February rate of
5.8 percent,” said Commissioner Landry.

Between January and February, seasonally-adjusted
nonfarm wage and salary jobs fell by 2,100 to 603,300.
Job losses were recorded in trade, transportation, and
utilities; manufacturing; construction; and professional
and business services.

Between February 2002 and February 2003, seasonally-
adjusted nonfarm wage and salary jobs fell by 1,400. The
manufacturing sector recorded the largest job loss, with
declines in paper, wood products, and computer and
electronic products. Construction jobs also declined over
the past year. Partially offsetting these job losses, gains
were recorded in educational and health services, leisure
and hospitality services, other services, and government.

Other New England states reporting their seasonally-
adjusted unemployment rate for February include  New
Hampshire, 3.8 percent; Vermont, 4.0 percent; Rhode
Island, 5.1 percent; and Massachusetts, 5.3 percent. The
adjusted national rate for February was 5.8 percent, up

from 5.7 percent in January and 5.6 percent in February
2002.

The not-seasonally-adjusted Maine unemployment rate
for February was 5.5 percent, unchanged from January
and up from 5.1 percent for February 2002. The
unadjusted national rate was 6.4 percent for February,
down from 6.5  percent for January and up from 6.1
percent for February 2002. Not-seasonally-adjusted
February unemployment rates for Maine counties
ranged from 3.0 percent in Cumberland County to 12.5
percent in Washington County.

Not-seasonally-adjusted nonfarm wage and salary jobs in
Maine rose by 1,600 between   January and February.
State and local government and private educational
services rose seasonally as winter vacation breaks ended
in colleges and schools. Retail trade jobs dropped due to
the end of the holiday shopping season. Normal seasonal
losses were recorded in construction.

Between February 2002 and February 2003, not-
seasonally-adjusted nonfarm wage and salary jobs were
largely unchanged. Health care and social services
industries increased by 2,100, and state and local
government rose by a combined 1,300. A variety of
manufacturing industries recorded job declines, with the
largest losses in paper, wood products, computer and
electronic products, and transportation equipment.
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MontMontMontMontMonthly Unemplohly Unemplohly Unemplohly Unemplohly Unemployment Insurance Tyment Insurance Tyment Insurance Tyment Insurance Tyment Insurance Trrrrr ususususust Fund Balancet Fund Balancet Fund Balancet Fund Balancet Fund Balance

OvOvOvOvOver-ter-ter-ter-ter-the-Yhe-Yhe-Yhe-Yhe-Year Change in CPI-Uear Change in CPI-Uear Change in CPI-Uear Change in CPI-Uear Change in CPI-U Unemplo Unemplo Unemplo Unemplo Unemployment Rates for Maineyment Rates for Maineyment Rates for Maineyment Rates for Maineyment Rates for Maine

Cont inued Claims Less Part ials*

Feb 2003Feb 2003Feb 2003Feb 2003Feb 2003 Jan 2003Jan 2003Jan 2003Jan 2003Jan 2003 Feb 2002Feb 2002Feb 2002Feb 2002Feb 2002

16,19216,19216,19216,19216,192 14,63914,63914,63914,63914,639 14,00014,00014,00014,00014,000

* For t* For t* For t* For t* For the week including the week including the week including the week including the week including the 12he 12he 12he 12he 12ttttt hhhhh of t of t of t of t of the monthe monthe monthe monthe month.h.h.h.h.

Weekly Init ial Claims

WWWWWeekeekeekeekeek 3/293/293/293/293/29 3/223/223/223/223/22 3/153/153/153/153/15 3/83/83/83/83/8 3/13/13/13/13/1 2/222/222/222/222/22 2/152/152/152/152/15

20032003200320032003 1,5151,5151,5151,5151,515 1,2821,2821,2821,2821,282 1,4041,4041,4041,4041,404 1,1281,1281,1281,1281,128 1,7201,7201,7201,7201,720 1,4161,4161,4161,4161,416 1,6701,6701,6701,6701,670

WWWWWeekeekeekeekeek 3/313/313/313/313/31 3/243/243/243/243/24 3/173/173/173/173/17 3/103/103/103/103/10 3/33/33/33/33/3 3/243/243/243/243/24 2/172/172/172/172/17

20022002200220022002 1,7121,7121,7121,7121,712 1,4111,4111,4111,4111,411 1,3961,3961,3961,3961,396 1,1381,1381,1381,1381,138 1,3961,3961,3961,3961,396 1,2551,2551,2551,2551,255 1,4601,4601,4601,4601,460

Selected Regular Unemployment Compensat ion Program Indicators

KKKKKeeeeey Daty Daty Daty Daty Dataaaaa Feb 2003Feb 2003Feb 2003Feb 2003Feb 2003 Jan 2003Jan 2003Jan 2003Jan 2003Jan 2003 Feb 2002Feb 2002Feb 2002Feb 2002Feb 2002

AAAAAvvvvverage Duraterage Duraterage Duraterage Duraterage Durationionionionion 17.217.217.217.217.2 17.217.217.217.217.2 14.914.914.914.914.9
AAAAAvvvvverage Werage Werage Werage Werage Weekly Benefeekly Benefeekly Benefeekly Benefeekly Benefiiiii t Amount*t Amount*t Amount*t Amount*t Amount* $227.02$227.02$227.02$227.02$227.02 $224.35$224.35$224.35$224.35$224.35 $219.58$219.58$219.58$219.58$219.58
ExhausExhausExhausExhausExhausteesteesteesteestees 892892892892892 959959959959959 869869869869869

* For t* For t* For t* For t* For totototototally unemploally unemploally unemploally unemploally unemployyyyyed claimanted claimanted claimanted claimanted claimants, excluding dependency allowances.s, excluding dependency allowances.s, excluding dependency allowances.s, excluding dependency allowances.s, excluding dependency allowances.

U.S. Consumer Price Index
for all urban consumers (CPI-U)

I temItemItemItemItem Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03 Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03 Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02 Dec 02Dec 02Dec 02Dec 02Dec 02

(1982-1984 = 100) All Items(1982-1984 = 100) All Items(1982-1984 = 100) All Items(1982-1984 = 100) All Items(1982-1984 = 100) All Items 183.1183.1183.1183.1183.1 181.7181.7181.7181.7181.7 177.8177.8177.8177.8177.8 180.9180.9180.9180.9180.9

PPPPPercent Change fercent Change fercent Change fercent Change fercent Change from Prrom Prrom Prrom Prrom Prior Montior Montior Montior Montior Monthhhhh +0.8%+0.8%+0.8%+0.8%+0.8%
PPPPPercent Change fercent Change fercent Change fercent Change fercent Change from 12 Montrom 12 Montrom 12 Montrom 12 Montrom 12 Months Agohs Agohs Agohs Agohs Ago +3.0%+3.0%+3.0%+3.0%+3.0%
PPPPPercent change fercent change fercent change fercent change fercent change from Lasrom Lasrom Lasrom Lasrom Last Decembert Decembert Decembert Decembert December +1.2%+1.2%+1.2%+1.2%+1.2%

UnemploUnemploUnemploUnemploUnemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusyment Rates, Seasonally Adjusyment Rates, Seasonally Adjusyment Rates, Seasonally Adjusyment Rates, Seasonally Adjustedtedtedtedted
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Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment, Not Seasonally Adjusted
 (in thousands)

MAINEMAINEMAINEMAINEMAINE PORPORPORPORPORTLTLTLTLTLAND MSAAND MSAAND MSAAND MSAAND MSA LELELELELEWISTWISTWISTWISTWISTON-AUBURN MSAON-AUBURN MSAON-AUBURN MSAON-AUBURN MSAON-AUBURN MSA
INDUSTRINDUSTRINDUSTRINDUSTRINDUSTRYYYYY

Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03 Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03 Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02 Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03 Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03 Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02 Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03 Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03 Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02

Nonfarm Wage and Salary Employment 585.8 584.2 585.5 151.1 153.1 150.8 45.3 45.7 45.5
Total Private 479.3 481.6 480.3 130.3 132.3 131.0 39.7 40.2 40.0

Goods Producing 92.3 93.9 96.5 18.5 18.9 18.3 8.2 8.3 8.7
Natural Resources and Mining 2.7 2.7 2.8 * * * * * *

Logging 2.5 2.5 2.7 * * * * * *
Construction 25.0 26.1 25.5 * * * * * *

Construction of Buildings 7.2 7.3 7.1 * * * * * *
Heavy and Civil Engineering Const. 2.8 3.0 2.7 * * * * * *
Specialt y Trade Contractors 15.0 15.8 15.7 * * * * * *

Manufacturing 64.6 65.1 68.2 11.0 11.1 11.5 6.3 6.4 6.6
Durable Goods 34.9 35.2 35.9 * * * * * *

Wood Product Manufacturing 6.2 6.2 6.7 * * * * * *
Computer and Electronic Product Mfg. 4.4 4.4 4.8 2.5 2.5 2.7 * * *
Transpor tation Equipment Mfg. 10.1 10.2 10.5 * * * * * *

Non-Durable Goods 29.729.729.729.729.7 29.929.929.929.929.9 32.332.332.332.332.3 * * * * * *
Leather and Allied Product Mfg. 2.7 2.7 2.8 * * * * * *
Paper Manufacturing 10.1 10.0 11.8 * * * * * *

Service-Providing 493.5 490.3 489.0 132.6 134.2 132.5 37.1 37.4 36.8
Trade, Transportation, & Utilities 118.0 120.8 118.1 32.2 33.4 33.6 9.2 9.5 9.5

Wholesale Trade 19.8 19.9 19.7 7.1 7.2 7.3 1.1 1.2 1.2
Retail Trade 81.8 84.3 81.8 20.3 21.3 21.2 6.6 6.8 6.8

Motor Vehicle and Par ts Dealers 10.4 10.4 10.2 * * * * * *
Food and Beverage Stores 18.4 18.8 18.4 4.3 4.4 4.4 * * *
General Merchandise Stores 11.0 11.3 11.1 * * * * * *
Nonstore Retailers 6.8 7.4 7.7 * * * * * *

Transportation, Warehousing, & Utilities 16.4 16.6 16.6 4.8 4.9 5.1 1.5 1.5 1.5
Utili ties 2.2 2.2 2.2 * * * * * *
Transpor tation and Warehousing 14.2 14.4 14.4 * * * * * *

Information 11.5 11.5 11.7 4.3 4.3 4.3 0.6 0.6 0.7
Publishing Industries 3.4 3.3 3.5 * * * * * *

Financial Activities 34.4 34.4 34.6 14.3 14.5 14.3 3.1 3.0 2.8
Finance and Insurance 28.1 28.1 28.3 11.6 11.8 11.9 * * *

Ins. Carriers & Related Activities 12.2 12.3 12.8 * * * * * *
Real Estate & Rental & Leasing 6.3 6.3 6.3 * * * * * *

Professional and Business Services 49.5 49.7 49.4 18.7 18.7 18.9 5.7 5.8 5.4
Prof., Scientific, & Technical Svcs. 22.3 22.3 22.6 * * * * * *
Mgmt. of Companies & Enterprises 5.8 6.0 6.3 * * * * * *
Admin. & Support & Waste Mgmt. Svcs. 21.4 21.4 20.5 * * * * * *

Education and Health Services 106.8 104.6 104.2 24.7 24.6 24.2 8.6 8.7 8.5
Educational Services 18.7 16.7 18.2 * * * * * *
Health Care and Social Assistance 88.1 87.9 86.0 22.4 22.3 21.4 * * *

Ambulatory Health Care Services 23.7 23.7 23.4 * * * * * *
Hospitals 25.8 25.8 25.0 * * * * * *
Nursing and Residential Care 22.7 22.5 22.0 * * * * * *
Social Assistance 15.9 15.9 15.6 * * * * * *

Leisure and Hospitality 47.0 47.0 46.7 12.4 12.8 12.2 2.9 2.9 3.0
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 7.2 7.1 7.2 * * * * * *
Accommodation and Food Services 39.8 39.9 39.5 * * * * * *

Accommodat ion 6.9 6.8 6.9 * * * * * *
Food Services and Drinking Places 32.9 33.1 32.6 * * * * * *

Other Services 19.8 19.7 19.1 5.2 5.1 5.2 1.4 1.4 1.4
Repair and Maintenance 5.2 5.1 5.0 * * * * * *

Government 106.5 102.6 105.2 20.8 20.8 19.8 5.6 5.5 5.5
Federal 13.8 13.9 13.8 2.4 2.4 2.3 0.3 0.3 0.3
State 29.7 26.5 29.1 4.9 4.9 5.0 0.9 0.9 0.9
Local2 63.0 62.2 62.3 13.5 13.5 12.5 4.4 4.3 4.3

Footnotes: See page 7.Footnotes: See page 7.Footnotes: See page 7.Footnotes: See page 7.Footnotes: See page 7.
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Earnings and Hours of Production Workers in Manufacturing Industries1

Not Seasonally Adjusted

AAAAAVERVERVERVERVERAAAAAGGGGGE WEEKLE WEEKLE WEEKLE WEEKLE WEEKLYYYYY AAAAAVERVERVERVERVERAAAAAGGGGGE WEEKLE WEEKLE WEEKLE WEEKLE WEEKLYYYYY AAAAAVERVERVERVERVERAAAAAGGGGGE HOURLE HOURLE HOURLE HOURLE HOURLYYYYY ANNUAL AANNUAL AANNUAL AANNUAL AANNUAL AVERVERVERVERVERAAAAAGGGGGEEEEE
AREAREAREAREAREA AND INDUSTRA AND INDUSTRA AND INDUSTRA AND INDUSTRA AND INDUSTRYYYYY EEEEE ARNINGSARNINGSARNINGSARNINGSARNINGS HOURSHOURSHOURSHOURSHOURS EEEEE ARNINGSARNINGSARNINGSARNINGSARNINGS HOURLHOURLHOURLHOURLHOURLY EY EY EY EY EARNINGSARNINGSARNINGSARNINGSARNINGS

Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03 Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03 Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02 Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03 Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03 Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02 Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03Feb 03 Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03Jan 03 Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02Feb 02 20022002200220022002 20012001200120012001 20002000200020002000

1 Hours worked and earnings data are computed based on payroll figures for the week including the 12th of the month for manufacturing production workers. Average hourly
earnings are calculated on a gross basis, and include such factors as premium pay for over time and shif t dif ferential, as well as changes in basic hourly and incentive rates of
pay. Average weekly earnings are the product of weekly hours worked and hourly earnings.

Source: See page 2.

Nonfarm Employment by Industry Supersector
Maine, Over-the-Year Change, February 20032

Nonfarm Employment by Industry Supersector
Maine, February 20032

Hours Worked by Manufacturing
Production Workers, Maine2

1 Seasonally Adjusted.    2 Not Seasonally Adjusted.

Nonfarm Employment Trend by Sector
 January 2000-February 20031

STATEWIDE
Manufacturing $634.70 $644.40 $605.54 39.3 40.0 39.5 $16.15 $16.11 $15.33 $15.55 $14.71 $14.28

Durable Goods 614.46 633.95 605.14 38.5 39.4 39.5 15.96 16.09 15.32 15.34 14.50 13.50
Nondurable Goods 655.64 654.88 604.40 40.1 40.6 39.4 16.35 16.13 15.34 15.75 14.92 15.10

PORTLAND MSA
Manufacturing 539.18 542.93 514.96 41.7 41.7 40.2 12.93 13.02 12.81 12.92 12.52 12.14

11111 Nonfarm wage and salary employment estimates include al l ful l- and part-t ime wage and salary workers who worked during or received pay for the pay period which includes theNonfarm wage and salary employment estimates include al l ful l- and part-t ime wage and salary workers who worked during or received pay for the pay period which includes theNonfarm wage and salary employment estimates include al l ful l- and part-t ime wage and salary workers who worked during or received pay for the pay period which includes theNonfarm wage and salary employment estimates include al l ful l- and part-t ime wage and salary workers who worked during or received pay for the pay period which includes theNonfarm wage and salary employment estimates include al l ful l- and part-t ime wage and salary workers who worked during or received pay for the pay period which includes the
12th of the month. Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, the self-employed, and unpaid family workers are excluded. Estimates measure the number of jobs by12th of the month. Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, the self-employed, and unpaid family workers are excluded. Estimates measure the number of jobs by12th of the month. Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, the self-employed, and unpaid family workers are excluded. Estimates measure the number of jobs by12th of the month. Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, the self-employed, and unpaid family workers are excluded. Estimates measure the number of jobs by12th of the month. Domestic workers in private households, proprietors, the self-employed, and unpaid family workers are excluded. Estimates measure the number of jobs by
industry. Current month’s estimates are prel iminary; prior month and year-ago estimates are revised. These estimates are benchmarked to March 2002. As a measure of rel iabil i ty,industry. Current month’s estimates are prel iminary; prior month and year-ago estimates are revised. These estimates are benchmarked to March 2002. As a measure of rel iabil i ty,industry. Current month’s estimates are prel iminary; prior month and year-ago estimates are revised. These estimates are benchmarked to March 2002. As a measure of rel iabil i ty,industry. Current month’s estimates are prel iminary; prior month and year-ago estimates are revised. These estimates are benchmarked to March 2002. As a measure of rel iabil i ty,industry. Current month’s estimates are prel iminary; prior month and year-ago estimates are revised. These estimates are benchmarked to March 2002. As a measure of rel iabil i ty,
the March 2002 benchmark revision for total nonfarm wage and salary employment was .08 percent higher than the original sample-based estimate.the March 2002 benchmark revision for total nonfarm wage and salary employment was .08 percent higher than the original sample-based estimate.the March 2002 benchmark revision for total nonfarm wage and salary employment was .08 percent higher than the original sample-based estimate.the March 2002 benchmark revision for total nonfarm wage and salary employment was .08 percent higher than the original sample-based estimate.the March 2002 benchmark revision for total nonfarm wage and salary employment was .08 percent higher than the original sample-based estimate.

22222 Regular teachers are included in summer months whether or not specif ical ly paid in those months.Regular teachers are included in summer months whether or not specif ical ly paid in those months.Regular teachers are included in summer months whether or not specif ical ly paid in those months.Regular teachers are included in summer months whether or not specif ical ly paid in those months.Regular teachers are included in summer months whether or not specif ical ly paid in those months.

* Where an employment estimate is not entered, either the data is not available in sufficient detail for publication or is nondisclosable by law.* Where an employment estimate is not entered, either the data is not available in sufficient detail for publication or is nondisclosable by law.* Where an employment estimate is not entered, either the data is not available in sufficient detail for publication or is nondisclosable by law.* Where an employment estimate is not entered, either the data is not available in sufficient detail for publication or is nondisclosable by law.* Where an employment estimate is not entered, either the data is not available in sufficient detail for publication or is nondisclosable by law.

Source: See page 2.Source: See page 2.Source: See page 2.Source: See page 2.Source: See page 2.
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Nonfarm Jobs

Despite slower-than-average population growth, non-
farm wage and salary job growth in Maine outstripped
national growth between 1998 and 2001. As the
recession set in, job growth dropped from an average of
16,600 net new jobs (1998 to 2000) to 4,600 in 2001. In
2002 Maine had a net loss of 2,100 jobs, the first net job
loss since 1992. Nationally, the situation has been
worse. The number of nonfarm jobs increased slightly in
2001, then declined by 1.1 million in 2002.

Many in-
d u s t r i e s
have felt
the impact
of declin-
ing de-
mand, but
most of
the job los-
ses have
been con-
centrated

in goods-producing industries which shed 4,400 jobs in
2001 and 7,300 jobs in 2002. The job losses were mostly
in manufacturing industries, especially in leather
products and textile products, each of which has been in
decline for many years. Losses were also recorded in
computer and electronic components, wood products,
and paper products, each of which tends to be highly
cyclical.

The construction industry faired unusually well during
the recent recession. Construction is usually among the
first industries to be adversely impacted and often

among the hardest hit by slowing or declining levels of
economic activity. Unlike the early 1990s recession
which wiped out more than one third of all construction
jobs over a five-year period, the number of construction
jobs in 2002 was unchanged from 2000, rising slightly in
2001, and dropping by a similar amount in 2002. Low
mortgage interest rates and other factors have helped to
stabilize and prop up the level of construction in recent
years.

Job growth in service-providing industries has continued
since 2000, though at a slower rate than in the second
half of the 1990s. Service-providing industries created
9,000 net new jobs in 2001 and 5,200 in 2002. Job
growth was largely concentrated in educational services,
health care, social assistance, accommodation and food
services, finance, and local government

Wages

Growth in total wages paid has slowed significantly since
1999, mostly due to slowing job growth, but partly due to
many displaced workers settling for lower paying jobs
after not being able to find jobs at pay levels comparable
to their prior employment. Much of the recent worker
displacement has been in industries with higher-than-
average wages and much of the job growth has been in
industries with lower-than-average wages.

The average wage for in the first nine months of 2002
was up about three percent from the same period in
2001. Average wage growth in 2002 was down from
gains of the prior five years, but higher than the small
gains recorded in the early 1990s recession.

For a copy of the complete report, please visit our Web
site at www.Maine.gov/labor/lmis (click on Labor
Market Conditions in Maine Since 2000) or contact
Glenn Mills at (207) 287-2859.

(Cont. from page 1)
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The number of nonfarm jobs declined in 2002
 


